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Also to my family who allowed me to help paint our two totem poles years ago before 
their passing, Harry & Albert Walkus and Willie & Henry George, Dennis McDougall, 
William Scow and Jimmy Walkus.”

Johnny Henderson
“The Raven” – Johnny Henderson

Tina Henderson – Artist 

The ‘Button Wall Hanging” is 
on display at the front 
entrance to the Kwa’lilas 
Hotel. 

The button design is 
indicative of what could be 
seen on button blankets 
used in big house 
ceremonies such as a 
potlatch. Button blankets are
part of ceremonial regalia 
and therefore considered a 
treasure. They cannot be 
displayed in a public setting. 

While this wall hanging is 
not a button blanket, it offers the outside viewer a chance to see a powerful Aboriginal 
design 

Wesley Walkus – Artist
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Port Hardy is located on the northern end of Vancouver Island, built along the shores of a natural deep 
water harbor. Hardy Bay overlooks the Queen Charlotte Straits and the mainland where the

snow-capped peaks of the BC Coastal Mountain Range loom in breathtaking splendor. The
community is bordered on the east by water and on the west by the foothills of the Vancouver Island 
Mountain Range.

The area is rich in beauty and natural resources and is the largest of communities in the Regional District  
of Mt. Waddington. The mountains, rivers, lakes, forests and the marine environment provide an ideal
setting to live work or play. Port Hardy is accessible via major transportation networks of road, air and 

 water, and serves as the gateway to the fast-growing Central Coast and Prince Rupert.

The Kwa'lilas Hotel is located in the traditional territories of the Kwakiutl people and is a demonstration
of the commitment of the Gwa'sala-'Nakwaxda'xw Nations to share our history, culture and passion for
our lands & waters in a meaningful and permanent way while showcasing and celebrating these in a 
beautiful, comfortable space that is representative of the community.

Join us to experience the Kwa'lilas Hotel hospitality. Our premier 85 guest room hotel features First 
Nations-inspired restaurant 'Ha'me, nautically-themed pub Nax'id, and 4 tastefully decorated conference 
spaces ideal for a variety of meetings and events. Our boutique hotel hosts the best conference

faciilties in the North Island with unparalleled service and amazing West Coast-themed catering
menus.
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In the spring of 2015, a community of elders were brought together to curate a selection 
of local, Aboriginal art and design for the hotel. 

Under the guidance of Shain Jackson, a well-respected Coast Salish artist, the art 
committee determined the selection process criteria and ultimately the artists and 
artisans whose work would come to be featured in Kwa’lilas Hotel. 

k’awat’si Economic Development Corporation, the parent company of Kwa’lilas Hotel 
wishes to give a heartfelt thanks to the Art Committee and Shain Jackson, for their 
dedication to this project and the artists.  

ART COMMITTEE: 

Richard George
Mary Henderson
Lily Johnny
Gertie Walkus
The late Betty Walkus
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LOBBY ART

At center stage, the feature wall in the lobby of Kwa’lilas Hotel is a large, copper art 
piece. 

This stunning 18-foot wide focal point depicts the history and the legends of the 
Gwa’sala Nakwakda’xw people. Look closely and you will find mythical creatures as well
as respected Chiefs and elders who lived when the people still occupied their traditional 
territories. 

The copper art piece is a magnum opus for Shain Jackson, the Coast Salish Artist who 
created it. Despite his acknowledgement that the artwork is seminal, it is also, in his 
words, simply the visual expression of the many stories told to him by the elders over a 
two- year period. He is proud to have been a conduit for creating the piece and helping 
to preserve their culture and history. 

THE PERFECT BACKDROP FOR YOUR NEXT MEETING OR EVENT

Kwa'lilas Hotel's conference rooms provide the perfect space for your next important meeting.  
From small one-on-one meetings to large corporate conventions, focus on the important things 
while we take care of the fine details. Feel at ease knowing you will be taken care of when you host 
your meeting at Kwa'lilas Hotel. Let our professionals cater to you and your guest's needs while 

you get business done. 

CONFERENCES & MEETING SPACES



MEETING ROOMS 
Sizes, Capacities & Floor Plan 

Meeting 
Rooms 

Price 
per 
Hour 

½ 
Day 

Full 
Day 

Square 
Feet 

Board 
Room 

Rounds Classroom Theatre U- shape Hollow 
Square 

Gigi’game $50 $165 $330 16 x 18 
290 

12 N/A  N/A N/A  N/A  N/A 

Wa’watl 
offices & 
boardroom

$60 $200 $400 23 x 25 
575 

10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Gigi’yak $60 $200 $400 23 x 25 
575 

 N/A 30 40 60 24 32 

Sa’gumba $75 $250 $500 39 x 26 
1015 

N/A  60  80 100  40  50 

GN 
Ballroom 

$150 $500 $1000 64 x 28 
1800 

N/A 150 150 225 85 100 



CORPORATE EVENT PACKAGES 

Use of our spaces for any of the following is considered a corporate package: 

Office Space- temporary work space with Internet access. 

Company meetings, Board meetings, Team Building, Seminars, Conferences, 
Business/Company Lunches/Dinners/Parties 

*Discounts available on room rental fees if minimum food & beverage criteria met ;  
$1000 on F&B = 25% discount on room fee & $2000 on F&B = 50% discount on 
room fee* 

Audio/Visual Equipment Available: 
Item Price 

Projector $45.00 
Screen $35.00 
Projector & Screen Combo $75.00 
OWL Camera/Speaker $75.00 
Full Meeting Equip package  
(Screen, Projector & OWL cam) 

$125.00 

75” TV 
(In GN Ballroom) 

$75.00 

55” TV 
In Gigi’game 

$55.00 

Flip Chart $25.00 
Note supplies X10 
(pads of paper & Pens) 

$35.00 

Podium $30.00 

SOCIAL EVENT PACKAGES 

Use of our spaces for any of the following are considered to be “Social Events”: 

Birthday Parties, Family Reunions, Celebration of Life, Anniversaries, Graduations, Wedding 
Receptions.  

Catering Available including; Cocktail Parties, Lunch/Dinner Buffets, Plated Meal Service. 
Individual ordering directly from Nax’id Pub available. 
Bar service available at no extra charge.  

*Please contact our events team for rate information on Social Event packages* 



4

Wayne Walkus – Artist 

My name is Wayne Walkus and I 
am from the Gwa'sala 
Nakwaxda'xw territories.

I started drawing boats as a 
child. My grandpa Larry had 
boats. One day I opened a book 
and it was a book on Smokey
Top (Willie Seaweed, famous 
carver and Kwakwaka’wakw 
chief) and I saw things that I just 
fell in love with it. 

I wanted to do that and I asked my grandma questions about this man. Little did I know 
that he was my great, grandfather Willie Seaweed and the stories were amazing. They 
were touching to hear them and it made me want to be like this wonderful man. 

Today I carve listening to the stories in memory from my Grandma Louisa Joseph who 
was my mentor and I thank you today Gran. I remember everything. You said never 
lose what I have -always remember who you are and where you come from gwa lat'u. 

I still carve and I plan to pass on my legacy to the next generation or who wants to 
learn. It is my way to go back and listen to our old people and to understand our way,
our culture and who we are. If we lose it who will we be as people?

GUEST ROOMS

Walter Brown - Artist

5

Walter Brown is a young and upcoming artist. He comes from a rich family history, 
having ties into the Gixsam tribe of the ‘Nakwaxda’xw people from his mother’s blood 
line, as well as Tla-o-qui-aht tribe of the Nuu-Chah-Nulth people through his father.  

Throughout Walter’s whole life, he has always showed an interest in his cultural ways. 
His thoughtful, balanced designs are based in traditional lore. In 2010, he was inspired 
to learn more about traditional artwork after seeing a plaque and totem pole carved by 
his late grandfather William George. His dream is to continue his grandfather’s legacy of 
creating art.  

Walter created the headboard that can be found in the Mountain View King Rooms. The 
design of the backlit headboard is of two Thunderbirds that meet in the middle. Walter 
chose the the Thunderbirds because this mythical creature represents both the 
Gwa’sala and Nakwaxda’xw bands and shows they are connected. 

The room divider or screen found in the 
Standard Guest Rooms, is also designed by 
Walter. The screen tells the story of the 
Nakwakda’xw people as descendants of the 
Killer Whale. 

For Walter, creating the designs for Kwa’lilas 
Hotel was a bit nerve wracking because so 
many people would see his designs and 
because of the importance of getting it right.

Although Walter is sometimes self-taught or learns new techniques from other artists, 
he considers Charles Willie as his main teacher in the work he does. In 2011, under 
close mentorship, Charles taught Walter the basic steps on how to carve on a scrap 
piece of cedar. 

CATERING SERVICES

CONTEMPORARY FIRST NATIONS INSPIRED CUISINE

Let our professionally trained chef delight your taste buds with our offerings inspired by 

traditional local First Nations cuisine. Whether you need a simple nutrition break for your 
meeting, a working lunch to get you through the day, or a dinner fit for a potlatch, 
Kwa'lilas Hotel's catering services have you covered. Choose from our extensive breakfast, 
lunch and dinner buffets, appetizers and platters, and plated dinner selections to satisfy 
you and your guests appetites. Don't see what you'd like? We are always happy to 

accommodate special requests.



Break Options 
minimum 10 ppl

$3.75/per 

$4.00/per 

$4.00/per 

 $4.00/per 

 $4.00/per 

$8.00/per 

Platters/Baskets 

Sliced Fresh Fruit 

Cookies 

Assorted Sweets 

Sweet Bakers Basket (Assorted Sweet Baked Goods)      

Savory Bakers Basket (Assorted Savoury Baked Goods) 

Dip Trays 

 Tortilla Chips, Vegetable Sticks, Flatbread 

 with Hummus, Spinach Dip, and Salsa 

Sandwich Platter (choose 2 varieties)

 Egg Salad, Deli Meat, Chicken Flatbread, 

 Roasted Vegetable, Smoked Salmon Wrap $9.00/per 

Charcuterie 

Sliced Smoked Cheddar, Brie, 

Sliced Deli Meats, Olives, Pickled Veg, 

Bruschetta, Grainy mustard  $11.00/per 

Add Daily Soup $4.00/per 

Add Chips $3.00/per 

Canned Soft Drinks  $3.00/per 

Assorted Juices $3.00/per 

Individual Yogurt Parfait $5.00/per 

Coffee, Tea, Water Service $3.00/per 



Breakfast Buffets 
minimum 15 ppl 

Continental Buffet 
 Assorted Danish, Muffin, Croissant
 Individual Yogurt Parfaits
 Sliced Fresh Fruits
 Assorted Juices
 Coffee, Tea Water, Service $15.00/per 

Hardy Breakfast Buffet 

 Assorted Danish, Muffin, Croissant
 Sliced Fresh Fruits
 Scrambled Eggs
 Bacon and Sausages
 Seasoned Fried Potatoes
 Assorted Juices
 Coffee, Tea Water, Service $27.00/per 

Kwa’Lilas Breakfast Buffet 

 Assorted Danish, Muffin, Croissant
 Sliced Fresh Fruits
 Eggs Benedict (choose 2)

Kale and Mushroom, Smoked Salmon, Bacon Tomato. Served on Fry Bread under fresh Hollandaise
 Bacon and Sausages
 Seasoned Fried Potatoes
 Assorted Juices
 Coffee, Tea Water, Service $31.00/per 



Cold Canapés 
 Shrimp Cocktail
 Bruschetta
 Ham and Cheese
 Smoked Salmon Mousse
 Grilled Chicken Pesto $7.00/person 

Hot Canapés 
 Sausage Rolls
 Mini Pizzas
 Egg Rolls
 Pork Bites
 Falafel $7.00/person 



Lunch/Dinner Buffets 
minimum 15 ppl

  Pasta Buffet 

 Focaccia with Balsamic and Olive oil
 Mixed Greens with Green Goddess Dressing
 Sliced Tomatoes and Bocconcini

PASTAS (choose 2)
Cajun Chicken Penne, Meat Lasagna, Vegetable Rotini in Pesto
Cream Sauce,
Fettucine in Mushroom Sauce

 Assorted Sweets
 Coffee, Tea Water, Service  $28.00/per

Burger Buffet 
 Creamy Pasta Salad
 Brioche Burger Buns with Fixings (ketchup, mayo, mustard, pickles,

lettuce, tomatoes, onions)
 Grilled Beef and Breaded Chicken Patties (vegetarian available)
 Seasoned Potato Wedges
 Assorted Sweets  $23.00/per



Select Dinner Buffet 
minimum 15 ppl 

Always includes Assorted Breads with Maple Butter

MAINS  - CHOOSE 2 

 Slow Roasted Sirloin of Beef in Creamy Peppercorn Sauce
 Grilled Chicken in Lemon, Olive Oil, and Salsa Verde
 Roasted Loin of Pork with Apple Sauce, and Bourbon Gravy
 Pan Seared Salmon with Lemon Caper Butter
 Sweet Potato Lasagna (Vegetarian)

 SALADS   - CHOOSE 1

 Mixed Greens with Green Goddess Dressing
 Quinoa Kale Salad
 Sliced Tomatoes with Bocconcini

 SIDES   - CHOOSE 3

 Herb Roasted Baby Potatoes
 Rice Pilaf
 Pasta in Roasted Tomato Sauce
 Assorted Roasted Root Vegetables
 Buttered Seasonal Vegetables

 DESSERT    - CHOOSE 1

 Assorted Dessert Sweets
 Sliced Fresh Fruit
 Coffee, Tea, Water Service $42.00/per 



PLATED MENUS 

“TAKUS DINNER” 

Kwa’lilas Chowder 
or

Summer Vegetable Salad and Green Goddess Dressing 

***** 

Smoked Chicken Breast on Leek Mushroom Fondue 
and Potato Vegetable Hash

or 
Grilled Salmon with Mediterranean Olive Oil Sauce nd 

Potato Vegetable Hash 

***** 

Chocolate Mousse 
or

Panna Cotta with Fruit and Lace Cookie 

***** 

Coffee and Tea Service 

$40 /Person 



“BA’AS DINNER” 

Cream of Wild Mushroom Soup with Herb Foam 
or

Smoked Salmon “Nicoise” Salad 

***** 

Grilled New York Steak with Green Peppercorn Sauce and Compound 
Butter Creamed Potatoes 

Buttered Vegetables 

or
Duo of Pork 

Braised Pork Loin and Crispy Pork Belly au jus with Dried Fruit 
Creamed Potatoes 

Buttered Vegetables 

or
Seafood Stew in Smoked Kelp Broth 

Creamed Potatoes 
Buttered Vegetables 

***** 

Daily Cheesecake with Fruit and Chantilly Cream 
or

Baked Lemon Tart Brule 

***** 

Coffee and Tea Service 

$49/person 
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Walter specializes in creating one of a kind, original canvas paintings, and drum making 
and designing. He carves anything from plaques to masks and rattles for ceremonial 
uses. He mainly carves with red cedar but he sometimes using yellow cedar, alder and 
yew wood.

Morris Johnny – Artist 

Morris created the design for the beautiful red head board seen in the Standard Guest 
Rooms. 

Morris Johnny is of Kwakwaka’wakw and 
Cowichan First Nations descent. He has lived 
In Alert Bay since 1998. 

He has carved alongside Aubrey Johnston and
Marcus Alfred and apprenticed with Stephen 
Bruce, learningall the skills for authenticity.

Morris credits his lineage for the legacy of 
traditional carving held in his family and that 
he continues to carry on. His family crest 
includes the toothed Thunderbird, the Killer 
Whale and the Grizzly Bear.

PUBLIC AREAS

Johnny Henderson – Artist 
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Johnny Henderson – Artist 

Contact us to see our full catering menus.

Our professionally trained catering team is always 
happy to accommodate food allergies and 
special requests.      

Minimum order quantity is 6 persons. Prices do not 
include tax or gratuities.

 Nax'id' Pub Menu — Our Pub menu is also available for your function,
for a small fee of $2 per person

Scan the QR code to browse our full Pub menu

IT_TECH
Cross-Out

IT_TECH
Cross-Out



7

The exceptional work of John Henderson of the Nakwaxda'xw nation is featured in 
many areas of the hotel.  The large 3D design in the ballroom serves as the main motif 
for the wallpaper in the meeting rooms, back of the gift boutique, and the entrance to 
Ha’me’, the restaurant. 

“My parents are Kenneth and Alice Henderson.  My art and carvings were inspired by 
my grandfather Willie Seaweed. My grandfather's son - my late uncle Joe, and his late 
wife Nellie Seaweed requested that I keep their legacy as carvers alive in our family. I 
was very late in starting my art and carving practice.  

While at St. Michaels Residential School at Alert Bay, I had the pleasure, for a short 
time, of meeting and learning from two great people, the late Harry Joseph and Henry 
Speck. 

Most of my work is very limited and has been given away to friends and family. I've 
carved one totem pole in my life, with the help from my friend Dorey Brotchie, for our 
school.  I've painted a few potlatch curtains including the last one for Dorey's potlatch.  
A lot of my work has been for funerals, designing crosses and building and designing 
caskets.

I submitted artwork to our band to be displayed at our hotel if I was successful. I've 
never really tried to promote my work to the public as I'm not well known anywhere near 
what my Uncle Joe and Grandfather Willie Seaweed’s work is. I'm very proud to have 
had the help to [hold onto who we are as First Nations from the likes of] Harry Joseph, 
Henry Speck, Dorey Brotchie, Joe & Willie Seaweed.”
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HOTEL AMENITIES

HA'ME RESTAURANT
Enjoy the hospitality at our Port Hardy restaurant where local, Indigenous-inspired west coast cuisine 
is served daily.

Enjoy cool refreshments and a full menu in a relaxed pub atmosphere. Come check out our nautical
NAX'ID' PUB

 
theme decor, comfy couches, flat-screen TVs, and local Vancouver Island brews. Off-sales are also 
available.

INDIGENOUS ART & DESIGN

The Kwa'lilas hotel is infused with art from the Gwa'sala-'Nakwaxda'xw First Nations featuring local 
artists and artisans such as Shain Jackson, Morris Johnny, Wayne Walkus, Walter Brown, Johnny 
Henderson, Tina Henderson and Wesley Walkus.

KWA'LILAS GUEST ROOMS & SUITES
Our guest rooms combine modern, chic design with local First Nations artistic expressions for a unique 

and comfortable stay. The rooms feature complimentary high-speed internet, flat-screen TVs with 
extensive channel selection, in-room climate control, walk in showers and delicious Spirit Bear brand in- 

room coffee service. Room types include Double Queen, King, and Executive Suites.



Tel: 1.855.949.8525  |  Fax: 1.888.757.7671  |  Email: Stay@KwalilasHotel.ca

9040 Granville St, Port Hardy, BC  V0N 2P0
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